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B
right lights, hit-
ting that
crescendo, the
bonding among
the band mem-

bers during a jam session
and composing in sync.
That feeling of being on
the top of the world, get-
ting and performing live:
nothing beats this experi-
ence for a rock band.

Of course there is the chal-
lenge of catering to a
niche audience, not
enough gigs and locations
to play at, ego clashes
among band members, the
disbanding of the band
and the subsequent re-
grouping and trying to
stay afloat.

Earlier when one spoke of
rock music, the cities that
came to mind were Kolkata,
Bangalore, Mumbai and
Pune. Today, thanks to the
impressive forays made by
city bands, Ahmedabad is
no more a stranger to the
rock music scene.

Rock music is strictly
back on track with a
vengeance with gigs, jam

sessions and some new
music made to order. Rock
music is fast emerging as
an alternative career with
many rock bands getting a
good launch and channels
offering a launch pad
through their shows. In
that way, bands can record
their albums with a decent
opening and publicity. Ex-
periment 7, the rock band
that finished second in
Campus Rock Idols, earli-
er this year is on a eu-
phoric high. Band member
Yohan  R Marshall af-
firms, “We’ve just finished
working on our new al-
bum Sleeping Lessons and
are sending our CD across
to some top places in
Mumbai and are negotiat-
ing a couple more gigs
there.”

Colleges in the city have
also started inviting many

rock bands like Tungsten
and Lounge Piranha to be
part of their college fests
and for gigs in the city.
Many a bands from the
state have also gone and
performed in other cities
and competed at a national
level with other rock
bands. After a hiatus, some
line-up changes and a new
name, Indus Valley is now
New fools of Old skool. Ac-
cording to band member
Vinit Kaul, everyone is all
ready to rock.: “After a
couple of our band mates
moved away from the city,
we were finding it hard to
replace our vocalist but
now that he is back for
good, we have our original
line-up. We also have two
new songs and are gearing
up for the competitions
this year.”

The very fact that city

bands are spunky and will-
ing to experiment spells
good news. Devashish
Faikia, a co-organiser of
Antz Entertainment de-
tails the plans, “As rock
music enthusiasts we used
to feel that there is a lull in
the rock scene in the city
considering there was so
much receptivity to rock
music here. So we thought
of pitching a rock competi-
tion at the national level as
our first venture. With
nine city bands and two
from Mumbai, we have
broadened our scope a bit
and have roped in Parikra-
ma to judge the finals that
will be held at the end of
the month. Our idea is to
provide a professional plat-
form to bands that might
have dismantled, school
bands and musicians.”

Nicolette Gore, who was

part of a group that dis-
banded two years back,
feels that career and other
priorities have taken over
and that is why many rock
bands are breaking up.
“The problem that we
faced before was  that peo-
ple did not want to pay and
attend a

rock show. But with some
interesting gigs lined up
there is excitement among
the new entrants on the
rock scene.” Vadodara
based rocker Kshitij
Banker  says it, “People es-
cape from a city as soon as
they complete school or
graduation but there are
also new people coming to
town for studies or work,
so there’s always hope!”

Anilkumar Aryan, director
of an event management
company says, “While
most of the sponsors run
after established names, it
is very important for a
band to create a portfolio
of at least seven to eight
concerts. Mostly, tele-com-
munications, foods and
beverages companies spon-
sor rock concerts. If a
band isn’t established, it
won’t have the capacity to
draw a large audience,
which is the case with
most of the local bands. It
therefore comes across to
be a losing bet to prospec-
tive sponsors.”

As we round up the rock
roster for the year, wonder
why the song ‘ Diamonds
and rust ’ comes to mind?  

DHANVI SHAH

A
hmedabad has seen lots of changes in
the recent years. The landscape now
boasts of swanky malls, multiplexes,
villas and more. And interestingly now
the city is also witnessing a change in

the world of art.

Yes, we have come a long way. There was a time,
when senior artists used to say, “An art exhibition
in Ahmedabad.... no way. Nobody will appreciate
our work, nobody will buy our work.” Today, it’s a
thing of the past. People are showing an interest in
art, art appreciation and also investing in art. A
quiet revolution is happening on the canvas and
thereby heralding a new beginning. It's a welcome
change to see so many people turning up at art ex-
hibitions.

There was a time when our gallery used to have a
lock for most part of the day. And only artists used
to come for the shows, Today, it’s a different story.
Thirty successful shows in just three years!
And we never

thought of
this kind of success and response

when we started our Marvel Art Gallery.

Previously, a lot of people had this notion that art
is expensive, art is only for rich people. Art is only
meant for celebrities. But today, there’s more
awareness. Thanks to technology and global inter-
est in Indian art, lots of people are showing inter-
est in art. In Ahmedabad, it’s not only limited to
rich. Now, lots of youngsters are also showing in-
terest in art and investing in art.

In many ways, this has also opened new windows
for young artists. Now they have a platform to
showcase their work, to spread their wings. Artists
like Harshil Patel, Nipa Modi, Bansi Khatri,
Nabibaksh Mansoori have now carved a niche for
themselves in the world of art and their works have

been widely appreciated in Ahmed-
abad. Today, senior
artists are also showing
interest in holding exhi-
bitions in Ahmedabad.
That’s a very encourag-
ing trend. Noted artist
Shanti Dave is having
his show after a long
time in Ahmedabad.

But Ahmedabad still has
a long way to go. There
should be more galleries
in the city. Not many peo-

ple can go to Mumbai and Delhi for art exhibitions.
There should be more creative space for interac-
tions with artists and art lovers. And that will open
new windows and art will witness a new high.

We are now planning to introduce new features in
our art gallery where people can come have a pow-
er point presentation of artists and their work. In
the comforts of the gallery, they can just concen-
trate on the works of the artists. All information
will be available at the click of a mouse and once
he/she views all work digitally, they can have a feel
of the canvas. We are also training people on cor-
rect ways to hold a canvas.

Today we want to carve a name for Ahmedabad in
the world of art. And going by the renewed interest
in art, it seems possible. It’s time to splash some
more colours on the canvas.

(He's the director of Marvel Art Gallery)

(As told to Deepika Sahu)
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G
erman philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche fa-
mously said, “I would be-
lieve only in a God that
knows how to dance.”

Dance is a celebration. Any form of
dance, be it classical or western, is
simply enchanting. More and more
youngsters are getting conscious of
the fact that dance is one of the im-
portant aspects of life. It helps in
making you feel balanced, calm and
composed in life. Besides dancing is
a great way to stay fit.

For centuries, our culture has ac-
cepted that the dance of Lord Shiva
is the dance of life — myths, symbol-
ism, mystic responses and philosoph-
ical explanations. All merely add to
the strength of belief in a power.

Talking about the Indian classical
dance, well-known classical dancer
Maulik Shah  says, “Classical dance
is where mind and heart connects be-
cause it represents expression of the
soul. It's a kind of meditation. It’s an
internal journey to discover God.”
On the other hand, it seems that Bol-
lywood dance is about celebrating
life. Many popular Bollywood dance
numbers have some elements of clas-
sical dance in them.

“Bollywood dance is a bhelpuri of
different dance movements. One
doesn’t really require any formal
training to dance to Bollywood num-
bers,”says Maulik.

Be it classical or western, dance
helps to add an element of beauty in
day to day routine life. Aakash Kar-
nataki, of Spin Academy
says, “Any form of
dance:

Indian, western, classical or Bolly-
wood has the potential to rejuvenate
and energise. For the moments one
dances, one is freed from all worries
of life.”

But is today’s young generation
ready to embrace dance in their life?
“Why not? In fact, it pleases me to
see youngsters learning dance with
immense dedication and zest. These
days many youngsters want to learn
classical dance,”says Maulik.
Aakash agrees: “I see that not only
parents but even children too are
dedicated towards learning and mas-
tering dances. I see a lot of young-
sters who are interested in salsa and
hip-hop.”

Aakash says, “Today, young-
sters know the difference
between mastering
easy to learn, instant
dances and the clas-
sical ones. In fact,
whatever is their
choice, they are cer-
tain that they don’t

want to be the ones labelled with two
left feet.”

With so many dance based reality
shows on television, children want
that dance should be an integral part
of their lives. Being good at dance
means an instant ticket to fame and
glory via the reality dance show plat-
form. “Children don't want to be left
out when it comes to trying their
luck at a reality dance show or danc-

ing to foot tapping mu-
sic at a party. That is

also one of the rea-
sons why dancing is
so important for

them. Besides, even
corporate offices

want their employ-
ees to take dance
classes because it
helps them to
change their
sedentary
lifestyles,”says
Aakash.

It’s time to take out
your dance shoes
and polish them.
The music is tempt-
ing, the floor invit-
ing... Go out and
dance your night
away!

On a
broad
canvas

Ahmedabad is all set to
witness changes on the art

front...

Rhythm divine
Everyone wants to learn how to dance. And why not? It's the way life should be!

Ahmedabad
is no longer

stranger 
to rock
music

Lots of 
youngsters are

showing 
interest in art

Rockers of the
mega city seem to
be riding on a new
high of ambition
and passion
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Rock’s
the way


