
FANS DEDICATE A TEMPLE TO SURTI SIREN
NAMITHA KAPOOR IN TAMIL NADU  | 5

WITH FUEL PRICES SKYROCKETING, CAR-POOLING
IS WHAT MANY AMDAVADIS ARE OPTING FOR  | 7

TIMES CITY
** THE TIMES OF INDIA, AHMEDABAD | SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2008

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Frustrating traffic jams, chaot-
ic crossroads,knee-deep water at many places,
sludge-stained clothes and abuses flying all
over. These very familiar scenes were once
again witnessed across the city that was
drenched by intermittent downpours on Fri-
day. If dug up roads left many areas water-
logged, utter mismanagement of traffic in
areas like CG Road in Navrangpura left com-
muters pulling their hair out of frustration.

“It took me nearly half an hour just to
come from Panchvati crossroads to Body-
line crossroads in the afternoon. There was
no traffic police manning the signal there
and vehicles were jostling to sneak through
even a little gap,” said Mahendra Panchal,
living in Satellite. At Vijay Char Rasta,
which is always a commuters’ nightmare
in monsoon, traffic jam eased only after
two youngsters started assisting the lone
policeman in his work.

“The crossroad got gridlocked due to
some digging work at one end. Traffic had
come to a standstill for a good 15 minutes
when two youths parked their vehicles and
began directing traffic,” Janvi Shah, 18,
who witnessed the scene from a coffee shop

at the junction, described.
The flooded main road in Bopal wit-

nessed a major traffic snarl on Friday
morning, as thousands of cars headed to-
wards DPS, which is operating a curtailed
fleet of its school buses. Almost knee-deep
water forced motorists and riders to stay
in the centre of the road to avoid getting
stuck. In the process, however, travelling
a distance of barely about two km took
more than an hour for many.

Another harried commuter Manasvi
Shah, a college student, said, “We were
stuck for half an hour due to waterlogging
in Hatkeshwar on our way back into the
city from Vadodara.” Traffic snarls were
also reported near Bhairavnath Road in
Maninagar and Akhbarnagar circle in
Nava Wadaj areas.

But the drizzles being light, it was the
perfect weather for cupids who were seen
cozying near gardens. The Ah medabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation’s control room said that
major waterlogging had been reported at 14
places, of which eight were in the east zone,
four in the west zone and two in Maninagar
in the south zone. One incident of a tree
falling on the road had been reported from
Vatva but it was cleared soon.

MONSOON METER

Rainfall in different parts of Gujarat on
Friday (in mm)
Ahmedabad 18
Palanpur 19
Himmatnagar 47
Kalol 25
Vadodara 6.4
Kheda 35
Rajkot 6
Jamnagar 16
Bharuch 14

Surat city 1
Valsad 59
Mehsana 25
Vijapur 41
Mansa 16
Visnagar 32
Patan 38
Godhra 18
Bhavnagar 13

Expect more showers in 
next two days
Kamaljeet Ray, director (forecasting), Indian
Meterological Department, Gujarat, said that there is
a low pressure formation over north-west Madhya
Pradesh which is likely to cause heavy to very heavy
rains across the Gujarat region over the next 24-48
hours. Close to 75 per cent of the state is likely to
receive 3-6 cms while the rest is expect to be lashed
by 7-14 cms rain.

HALTED! 
Friday•s heavy showers brought the 
city to a screeching halt yet again.

Amdavadis had to brave waterlogged 
streets and serpentine traffic snarls

I f you happen to walk into Marvel Art Gallery
expecting to be accosted by a white-haired art
expert, then you’ve got another think coming.

For chances are you will run into into a jeans
clad, fresh-out-of-college youngster who will pick
up one of the 1,200-odd paintings on display at
the gallery and start rattling the various reasons
why that piece of art is a masterpiece.

Be it a Hussain,Raza or Khakkar,he has them
all and can spot a fake from an original in the
blink of an eye. Meet 20-year-old Chaitya Shah,
who claims to be the youngest art curator in the
country and runs this art gallery with father
Dhanvi.

After just two years into the business, Shah
already manages nearly 120 art investment port-
folios of some of the rich and famous from Gu-
jarat. What’s more, he has paintings of over 40

renowned Indian artists right from Bhupen
Khakkar to K G Subramanyam to M F Hussain
to Gulam Mohamed Sheikh and has already host-
ed three big art exhibitions, including one in Je-
hangir Art Gallery, Mumbai.

But don’t make the mistake of calling him
an art dealer. For pat comes the reply: ‘I am a
curator, an art collector, someone who admires

art and understands it.”
Ask about his biggest catch, “I sold a Hus-

sain’s painting for Rs 16 lakh last year to an
Ahmedabad-based businessman. It’s worth a
whopping Rs 40 lakh today,” says the curator,
who has even impressed the stalwart of Indian
contemporary art, S H Raza, with his collection
of paintings. “When I met him after an exhibi-

tion in Jehangir, he hasn’t met a guy who his age
till now in the art business and standing there
made a portrait of mine and it’s one thing that
I see everyday to keep adrenaline pumping in
my blood,” says Chaitya, eyes all aglitter with
his ambitious dreams.

So what’s a bachelor’s degree holder in busi-
ness administration from HL College doing man-
ning an art gallery? “I wanted get into business.
But once I started visiting art galleries with fa-
ther and meeting various artists,my inclination
towards art started growing. And as I could not
dream of being a painter, I decided on the next
best thing — to be an art curator,” explains
Chaitya.After having recently grabbed three-day
course in art business at Sotheby’s auction house
in Dubai,Chaitya is now planning to go for a mas-
ter’s degree in art business from London.

Also on his palette are six more grand art
shows over the next six months including one
each in the US and Canada. But is it easy to sell
an art work? “I don’t try selling art. It has now
become an investment opportunity,which is why
people come to me and tell me they want to in-
vest a certain amount. I give them my picks and
tell them the returns they will get after 5 years.”

But what has he kept for himself? “I bought
a K G Subramayam’s chef-d’oeuvre for Rs 5 lakh
last year and a few works of Manu Parekh.” But
where does he rank himself as a painter? “No
body will buy my work,” he says with a smile.

Ankur Jain | TNN

Iast week Farzan’s scrapbook on Orkut was flooded
with birthday wishes from
friends across the country. This

despite the fact that all of his friends
knew they won’t get a reply as
Farzan had passed away a year ago.

Social networking is not just
bringing hearts, hot dates and
business partners together, it is
also emerging as a place where
you can stay connected to friends
or relatives who have passed on
to the other world.

So what if you can’t meet them,
this is one place where your friend
or family member lives forever as
you can see their pictures and even
write messages to them.

Ahmedabad alone shows up
over 100 such communities creat-
ed for  dead friends and relatives
when one searches for ‘remember
you forever’ communities among
the thousands of such communi-
ties in cyberspace.

“I know that the pain of losing
my brother cannot be reduced by
writing a message on his profile,but
it helps me stay connected to him.
His friends and I know there is no on the other side to re-
ply, but we still keeping sharing things in our life, think-
ing that he might be reading it from heaven,” says Farzan’s

brother, Shoaib, who started a community in memory of
his brother that has over 50 members. Farzan also has 10
other communities on his name created by his friends.

For engineering student Pranav
Vaghela, who lost his best friend to
a suicide, going to the social com-
munity site on his friend’s name is
part of a daily routine.

“I share everything that hap-
pens in my life daily with him.
Like few days back when I want-
ed to buy a car, I wrote all the op-
tions I had to choose from and
despite knowing the reality wait-
ed for a reply,” says Pranav, who
created the social community in
November last year and has
some 40 odd members, who vis-
it it regularly.

NRG Minal Panchal, who was
among those killed during the shoot-
ing rampage at Virginia Tech Uni-
versity campus on April 16,2007, too
has many communities to her name.

In one such community named
‘remembering Minal’ nearly 5,000
messages were written by her
friends and relatives from Gujarat
and the US. “The world came to
know about Minal only after the
blast and so I created a commu-

nity in her name to tell people about her and the big
vacuum she has left in the lives of people around her,”
says Minal’s friend Nirav Patel.

He may not be armed with a formal education in art, but this young Amdavadi curator 
is already making bold strokes on the country•s art circuit, reports Ankur JainThe

Young
Curator

YOUTH DIARIES

Won an award, just got selected for a national
seminar or hit a ton in a local tourney? Wanna share
a cool idea or the latest buzz on your campus?

Just write in to 

youthpower@timesgroup.com

Parthiv should stand behind the
stumps

� I think Parthiv should be given a
chance to stand behind the stumps in
the next test if Dhoni takes rest. It is a
fact that he is good and is the desired
candidate to stand behind the stumps in
Sri Lanka tour. More so if we see the
performances of Parthiv and Dinesh in
their cricketing career in the last four
years, be it IPL or other matches, it
shows that Parthiv worked harder.
| SUDARSAN PRADHAN

� Kaarthick•s selection for the Australia
tour was dubious. It was only with Anil
Kumble•s support that helped him.
Kaarthick was a flop prior to the Aus-
tralia tour and has not performed during

IPL also. Whereas Parthiv has been per-
forming consistently throughout the sea-
son in Ranji matches, during tours, scor-
ing more than 1500 runs and he suc-
ceeded even in IPL tournament. Parthiv
has been a revelation, not only in batting
but also in wicket keeping. | MAHESH IYER

� Parthiv has done well in domestic
cricket as well as during the IPL match-
es and he should get the nod ahead of
Dinesh Kaarthick. |MANU NAIR

� He should be given a chance to stand
behind the stumps. He has got the po-
tential and proved it at crucial times.|
MASOOD KHAN

� Dinesh Kaarthick is the best choice to
stand behind stumps and should be giv-
en chance to prove himself. | VIA SMS

Parthiv deserves a chance 

Responses were received via SMS (8888), email (mytimesmyvoi ce@timesgroup.com)
and blog (www.mytimesmyvoice.com)

TESTING TIMES

Who do you think should be given the chance
to stand behind the stumps?

Cadets call for 60th aniversary celebration: The 1
Gujarat Battalion National Cadet Corps (NCC) is celebrating
its 60th anniversary on July 15. The battalion was raised as
the 4th Bombay on July 14, 1948 and became the 4 Gujarat
in 1960.  The 60th Raising Day of one of the oldest NCC
battalions in India will feature, among other things, a
programme at the Thakorebhai Hall •to make people aware
of what we•re doing•, battalion commanding officer, Col Anil
Chaudhary told TOI. •Anyone, who has been associated
with this unit in any manner since its inception, is welcome
to join us at the celebrations,Ž he added. The CO said that
he had 3,000 cadets  in the junior and senior wings right
now. •We attempt to make good citizens out of them. We
provide trained manpower for whom discipline and unity
are of prime importance,Ž the colonel added.

SAVE THE GLOBE: (Top) Students of a city school take out an
environmental awareness rally on Friday. (Above) A NCC
cadet holds plant saplings during a sapling plantation
drive. NCC cadets planted more than 50 saplings in and
around their campus in the Law Garden area of the city

Here, one remains immortal forever!

PRICED POSSESSION:Chaitya Shah with masterpieces by Manu Parekh (right) and M F Hussain  
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A•bad jeweller arrested with
Rs 85,000 worth ornaments

Ahmedabad: After a string of arrests, an Ahmedabad-based jew-
eller was held with Rs 85,000 worth jewellery, a part of Rs 1.75
lakh gold and silver jewellery loot on Friday.

The robbery took place in a Bahadurpur village in Sankhuda
taluka village of Vadodara district on April 9. A gangster Kalu Ra-
jnat, with his accomplices had robbed jeweller, Haresh Soni of Rs
1.75 lakh jewellery while the latter was closing his shop. Later Kalu
sold part of the jewellery to Raju Sindhi, the Ahmedabad jeweller.
The police arrested Kalu, a native of Panchamahal district and in-
terrogated him. “Kalu led us to Sindhi, a resident of Kubernagar
in Ahmedabad when he confessed to selling part of the loot to
him,” said a police official. Following Kalu’s interrogation, police
arrested Sindhi, who in turn confessed to selling the jewellery to
the jeweller in Manekchowk. SOURCE: SANDESH 

Domestic help caught red-handed while stealing: A domestic
help was caught by his employer in Vastrapur trying to steal
money from his safe. Nimesh Kadia, a resident of Brahmania
Society, heard some noise from the adjoining room in his house
at around 4.30 pm on Thursday. He saw his help Vikram
Adivasi trying to open the safe with a screw driver and a pin.
Adivasi was later handed over to Vastrapur police officials for
further interrogation. “We are looking into his past and
previous employers,” said AS Damor, sub-inspector of
Vastrapur police station. TNN
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